Microtubules and Neurodegeneration: The Tubulin Code Sets the Rules of the Road.
Two recent papers demonstrate that the 'tubulin code' - the pattern of chemical modifications of tubulin along a microtubule - is disrupted upon deletion or mutation of an enzyme, called CCP1, that removes one of these modifications. Ablation of CCP1 interferes with mitochondrial transport and causes human neurodegenerative disease, which may be amenable to pharmacological therapies.